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Binti
Series Title: Binti Bk. 1
by Okorafor, Nnedi
SCIENCE FICTION OKO
Her name is Binti, and she is the first of the Himba people ever to be offered a place at Oomza
University, the finest institution of higher learning in the galaxy. But to accept the offer will mean giving
up her place in her family to travel between the stars among strangers who do not share her ways or
respect her customs. Knowledge comes at a cost, one that Binti is willing to pay, but her journey will
not be easy. The world she seeks to enter has long warred with the Meduse, an alien race that has
become the stuff of nightmares. Oomza University has wronged the Meduse, and Binti's stellar travel
will bring her within their deadly reach. If Binti hopes to survive the legacy of a war not of her making,
she will need both the gifts of her people and the wisdom enshrined within the University, itself--but first
she has to make it there, alive.
Black Leopard, red wolf
Series Title: The dark star trilogy ; 1
by James, Marlon
SCIENCE FICTION JAM
In the first novel in Marlon James's Dark Star trilogy, myth, fantasy, and history come together to
explore what happens when a mercenary is hired to find a missing child
The Confessions of Frannie Langton
Series Title:
by Collins, Sara
FICTION COL
A servant and former slave is accused of murdering her employer and his wife in this astonishing
historical thriller that moves from a Jamaican sugar plantation to the fetid streets of Georgian London a remarkable literary debut with echoes of Alias Grace, The Underground Railroad, and The Paying
Guests.
Everfair
by Shawl, Nisi
SCIENCE FICTION SHA
Fabian Socialists from Great Britain join forces with African-American missionaries to purchase land
from the Belgian Congo's "owner," King Leopold II. This land, named Everfair, is set aside as a safe
haven, an imaginary Utopia for native populations of the Congo as well as escaped slaves returning
from America and other places where African natives were being mistreated. As the native populations
adopt advances in steam technology as their own, an uneasy truce between the country's many
factions leads to a revolt against Leopold's harsh reign.
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Incidents in the life of a slave girl
Series Title:
by Jacobs, Harriet
973.049 JAC
The true story of an individual's struggle for self-identity, self-preservation, and freedom, Incidents in
the Life of a Slave Girl remains among the few extant slave narratives written by a woman. This
autobiographical account chronicles the remarkable odyssey of Harriet Jacobs (1813 - 1897) whose
dauntless spirit and faith carried her from a life of servitude and degradation in North Carolina to liberty
and reunion with her children in the North. Written and published in 1861 after Jacobs' harrowing
escape from a vile and predatory master, the memoir delivers a powerful and unflinching portrayal of
the abuses and hypocrisy of the master-slave relationship. Jacobs writes frankly of the horrors she
suffered as a slave, her eventual escape after several unsuccessful attempts, and her seven years in
self-imposed exile, hiding in a coffin-like "garret" attached to her grandmother's porch. A rare firsthand
account of a courageous woman's determination and endurance, this inspirational story also
represents a valuable historical record of the continuing battle for freedom and the preservation of
family.
This Mournable Body
by Dangarembga, Tsitsi
FICTION DAN
Anxious about her prospects after leaving a stagnant job, Tambudzai finds herself living in a run-down
youth hostel in downtown Harare. For reasons that include her grim financial prospects and her age,
she moves to a widow's boarding house and eventually finds work as a biology teacher. But at every
turn in her attempt to make a life for herself, she is faced with a fresh humiliation, until the painful
contrast between the future she imagined and her daily reality ultimately drives her to a breaking point.
In This Mournable Body, Tsitsi Dangarembga returns to the protagonist of her acclaimed first novel,
Nervous Conditions, to examine how the hope and potential of a young girl and a fledgling nation can
sour over time and become a bitter and floundering struggle for survival. As a last resort, Tambudzai
takes an ecotourism job that forces her to return to her parents' impoverished homestead. It is this
homecoming, in Dangarembga's tense and psychologically charged novel, that culminates in an act of
betrayal, revealing just how toxic the combination of colonialism and capitalism can be.
The Old Drift
by Serpell, Namwali
FICTION SER
On the banks of the Zambezi River, a few miles from the majestic Victoria Falls, there was once a
colonial settlement called The Old Drift. Here begins the epic story of a small African nation, told by a
mysterious swarm-like chorus that calls itself man's greatest nemesis. The tale? A playful panorama of
history, fairytale, romance and science fiction. The moral? To err is human.
The Poet X
by Acevedo, Elizabeth
YA FICTION ACE
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body
grew into curves, Xiomara Batista has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. She
pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself
like prayers-- especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her
family can never know about. Mami is determined to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church,
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and Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. When she is invited to join her
school's slam poetry club, she can't stop thinking about performing her poems.
Red at the Bone
Series Title:
by Woodson, Jacqueline
FICTION WOO
Moving forward and backward in time, Jacqueline Woodson's taut and powerful new novel uncovers
the role that history and community have played in the experiences, decisions, and relationships of
these families, and in the life of the new child. As the book opens in 2001, it is the evening of
sixteen-year-old Melody's coming of age ceremony in her grandparents' Brooklyn brownstone.
Watched lovingly by her relatives and friends, making her entrance to the music of Prince, she wears a
special custom-made dress. But the event is not without poignancy. Sixteen years earlier, that very
dress was measured and sewn for a different wearer: Melody's mother, for her own ceremony' a
celebration that ultimately never took place. Unfurling the history of Melody's parents and grandparents
to show how they all arrived at this moment, Woodson considers not just their ambitions and successes
but also the costs, the tolls they've paid for striving to overcome expectations and escape the pull of
history. As it explores sexual desire and identity, ambition, gentrification, education, class and status,
and the life-altering facts of parenthood, Red at the Bone most strikingly looks at the ways in which
young people must so often make long-lasting decisions about their lives'even before they have begun
to figure out who they are and what they want to be.
The South Side: A Portrait of Chicago and American Segregation
by Moore, Natalie
305.8009773 MOO
Mayors Richard M. Daley and Rahm Emanuel have touted and promoted Chicago as a "world class
city." The skyscrapers kissing the clouds, the billion-dollar Millennium Park, Michelin-rated restaurants,
pristine lake views, fabulous shopping, vibrant theater scene, downtown flower beds and stellar
architecture tell one story. Yet, swept under the rug is the stench of segregation that compromises
Chicago. The Manhattan Institute dubs Chicago as one of the most segregated big cities in the country.
Though other cities - including Cleveland, Los Angeles, and Baltimore - can fight over that mantle, it's
clear that segregation defines Chicago. And unlike many other major U.S. cities, no one race
dominates. Chicago is divided equally into black, white, and Latino, each group clustered in their
various turfs. In this intelligent and highly important narrative, Chicago-native Natalie Moore shines a
light on contemporary segregation on the South Side of Chicago through reported essays, showing the
life of these communities through the stories of people who live in them. The South Side shows the
important impact of Chicago's historic segregation - and the ongoing policies that keep it that way
The Underground Railroad
by Whitehead, Colson
FICTION WHI
A magnificent tour de force chronicling a young slave's adventures as she makes a desperate bid for
freedom in the antebellum South. Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar, a
recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying
risk and escape. Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted. Their
first stop is South Carolina, in a city that initially seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks
an insidious scheme designed for its black denizens. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave
catcher, is close on their heels.
-3-

The Wedding Date
by Guillory, Jasmine
FICTION GUI
A groomsman and his last-minute guest are about to discover if a fake date can go the distance in a
fun and flirty debut novel. Agreeing to go to a wedding with a guy she gets stuck with in an elevator is
something Alexa Monroe wouldn't normally do. But there's something about Drew Nichols that's too
hard to resist. On the eve of his ex's wedding festivities, Drew is minus a plus one. Until a power
outage strands him with the perfect candidate for a fake girlfriend. From the best man's toast to the
bouquet toss, Alexa and Drew have more fun than they ever thought possible. But before they know it,
Drew has to fly back to Los Angeles and his job as a pediatric surgeon, and Alexa heads home to
Berkeley, where she's the mayor's chief of staff. Too bad they can't stop thinking about the other.
They're just two high-powered professionals on a collision course toward the long distance dating
disaster of the century--or closing the gap between what they think they need and what they truly want.
White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide
by Anderson, Carol
305.800973 AND
As Ferguson, Missouri, erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological
spectrum referred to the angry response of African Americans as 'black rage, ' historian Carol
Anderson wrote a remarkable op-ed in the Washington Post showing that this was, instead, 'white rage
at work. With so much attention on the flames, ' she writes, 'everyone had ignored the kindling.' Since
1865 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, every time African Americans have made
advances towards full participation in our democracy, white reaction has fueled a deliberate and
relentless rollback of their gains. The end of the Civil War and Reconstruction was greeted with the
Black Codes and Jim Crow; the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision
was met with the shutting down of public schools throughout the South while taxpayer dollars financed
segregated white private schools; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 triggered a
coded but powerful response, the so-called Southern Strategy and the War on Drugs that
disenfranchised millions of African Americans while propelling presidents Nixon and Reagan into the
White House. Carefully linking these and other historical flash points when social progress for African
Americans was countered by deliberate and cleverly crafted opposition, Anderson pulls back the veil
that has long covered actions made in the name of protecting democracy, fiscal responsibility, or
protection against fraud, rendering visible the long lineage of white rage. Compelling and dramatic in
the unimpeachable history it relates, White Rage will add an important new dimension to the national
conversation about race in America.
The Yellow House
by Broom, Sarah
BIO Broom
Sarah M. Broom's [memoir] The Yellow House tells a hundred years of her family and their relationship
to home in a neglected area of one of America's most mythologized cities. This is the story of a
mother's struggle against a house's entropy, and that of a prodigal daughter who left home only to
reckon with the pull that home exerts, even after the Yellow House was wiped off the map after
Hurricane Katrina.
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