LIBRARIES

PRESS RELEASE

Date: January 27, 2026
Contact: Ana Maria Treadwell
treadwella@santacruzpl.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Santa Cruz Public Libraries Receives $20,000 Gift from Carnegie Corporation

SANTA CRUZ, California — Santa Cruz Public Libraries has received a $20,000 gift from Carnegie
Corporation of New York, the foundation established by Andrew Carnegie. The award is part of
Carnegie Libraries 250, a special initiative celebrating the upcoming 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence and honoring the roughly 1,280 Carnegie Libraries still
serving their communities across the United States.

Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie funded the construction of 1,681 free public libraries
nationwide between 1886 and 1917. Approximately 750 of them continue to use their original
buildings, while others have moved to new locations.

"Carnegie's formula was simple. He agreed to build the library if the local jurisdiction committed to
funding its operations for the future. Like communities across the country, Santa Cruz took
advantage of the offer and originally built four "Carnegie" branches, of which only Garfield Park
remains as a library.” said Christopher Platt, Director of Libraries. “Two of the original libraries were
replaced and the third currently serves as the Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History."

Designed by W.H. Weeks and constructed by W.A. White, the Garfield Park Branch Library,
opened in 1915, is one of 121 existing Carnegie Libraries in California built through this historic
program.

“Our founder, Andrew Carnegie, who championed the free public library movement of the late 19th
century, described libraries as ‘cradles of democracy’ that ‘strengthen the democratic idea, the
equality of the citizen, and the royalty of man,” said Dame Louise Richardson, president of
Carnegie and former head of the University of Oxford. “We still believe this and are delighted to
celebrate our connection to the libraries he founded.”

Santa Cruz Public Libraries will use the funds to acquire materials that highlight the history of our
democracy and its founding documents, illuminate how our government works, and promote
understanding of our roles and rights as citizens and residents to celebrate the 250th anniversary.
Patrons are invited to share their Garfield Park Branch Library photos, stories, and community
celebrations at carnegielibraries.org.
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ABOUT THE SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM:

Santa Cruz Public Libraries (SCPL) brings people, information, and resources together to enrich
lives and strengthen the community. SCPL gives every Santa Cruz community member the
opportunity to learn through educational resources, classes, and staff support. The Library
develops programs for the broad community as well as for specific groups like students, seniors,
and those who are most vulnerable, including the unhoused and incarcerated. SCPL also curates
specialty collections, like genealogy and local history. Learn more about SCPL at SantaCruzPL .org
or on social media.To access the SCPL Press Kit visit https://www.santacruzpl.org/press-kit/.
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