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A. What information can be found in obituaries? 
• age at death or birthdate 
• place of death/burial 
• place of birth 
• names of parents (maiden name) 
• name of spouse and in-laws 
• names of siblings (including step) 
• names of children 
• other relatives 
• life events:  

o immigration 
o schools and churches attended 
o military service 
o occupation 
o hobbies 
o other information 

N
 

ote: information variables can be used as search terms also 

B. Online Searchable Death Indexes and Records https://www.deathindexes.com/ 
Collection of direct links to databases with death information, including obituaries 
Arranged by state: 

   

https://www.deathindexes.com/
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http://www.obitsarchive.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/basics/
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F. Findagrave, https://www.findagrave.com/ , free 
    1. Searches at Ancestry.com will often include Findagrave results 
        - ‘Y’ is shown if there is text (often obituaries) in the memorial, then view at Findagrave  
    2. Over 190 million memorials created since 1995, some obituaries entered (random dates) 
        - Anyone can volunteer to add memorials, information, photos, etc 
 
G. New York Historic Newspapers, https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/ project by libraries, free 
 
    1. Search by: 
      - name or   
        keyword 
      - time period 
      - locations 
      (select county  
      or city) 
      - ‘all’ or  
      specific titles 
      - also filter by 
      word position  
 
 

     2. Search example: John Varick, 1 Jan 1910 – 31 Dec 1910, words within 5 (default) 
         Search result: keywords are highlighted, can download as pdf or png and clip  

 
     2021

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/
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H. Local libraries and volunteer organizations 
     1. Chemung Library District, ‘Obituary & Birth Index’ https://ccld.lib.ny.us/obituary‐birth‐index/ 
         a. Search index, then request by mail, available for a fee 
     2. Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness, https://raogk.org/lookups/region/united‐states/  
  a. Free, some will mail hard copy for a fee 
  b. Familiar with local repositories and records; some international locations 
  c. May be limited to # of searches; turnaround may be slow 
 
I. Funeral Homes 
     1. Legacy.com, https://www.legacy.com/search includes funeral homes and newspapers 
  a. Filter by date range or location  
     2. Google ‘funeral homes’ plus a location such as a city 
  a. Recent obituaries ‘born digital’ and searchable, some have archives 
  b. Example: Las Vegas, Nevada funeral home https://www.davismemorialpark.com/listings  

• can search by name or word (keyword) 
 

J. Other countries, FindmyPast, https://www.findmypast.com/  
     OCR search; if not found, need to vary search criteria 
     1. ‘U.S. and Canadian Newspapers’ - Canada includes western provinces & Newfoundland 
 
 
Video: 
‘Finding your Ancestors in 
Newspapers’ 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNUS2KGGT18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. More Examples/Exercises: 
     1. California Digital Newspaper Collection, early dates (covering broad area) and current  
         https://cdnc.ucr.edu/ OCR search results, can volunteer to make corrections 
        Search exercise: ‘Browse by county,’ select San Francisco; see dates, ethnic/special interest, etc 
     2. Digital Archives of Champagne County Library (Illinois), various dates 1820-2018 
         https://champaigncounty.advantage‐preservation.com/ OCR search results  
         Search exercise: Urbana Daily Citizen, keyword obituary, year 1886 
          > In results: Amanda Runyon; died month prior, mentions sons/daughters (no names), 2 cols. 
     3. Cleveland Library Necrology and News Index (Ohio), index, transcribed articles, further info 
           https://cpl.org/newsindex/ search by name or keyword, can request scan of article 
 

Remember to use keywords in searching! 
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