
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 
CONTACT: 
Diane Cowen, Communications Manager 
831-427-7706x7763 
cowend@santacruzpl.org 
 
Heather Norquist, East Region Manager 
831-427-7706x7698 
norquisthc@santacruzpl.org  

 
La Selva Beach Library to Close September 1  

For Facility Renovations 
 

La Selva Beach is Second Branch in County to Close for Construction 
 
August 5, 2019—SANTA CRUZ, CA—The Santa Cruz Public Library System (SCPL), has 
announced the official closure date of the La Selva Beach Branch Library on September 1, 
2019 in order to begin planned renovations. 
 
The La Selva Beach Library will officially close for construction on September 1st. 
However, the last day the library will be open for business will be Saturday August 31. The 
official estimate for construction time is 9 months, with a target Grand Opening date of 
June 2, 2020. 
 
The work planned for the 2,200 Square foot library includes a new entry on the north side 
of the building, bathroom upgrades, a new service desk, upgraded data and electrical, new 
furniture, new finishes, new windows and doors, and an outdoor patio area. The remodel 
will reorganize the existing space to better accommodate library programs, new technology 
and branch collections. 
 
Library Director Susan Nemitz has previous experience working on library building 
projects. According to Nemitz, “It’s important to mitigate the impact of the closure on the 
community. We really had to think about the best way to deliver service in the area without 
having a physical building.” As a result, SCPL has released a series of FAQ’s to help 
people prepare for the closure, and to direct them to services during the closure. 
 
Access to Services During the Closure 
La Selva Beach Library users are encouraged to change their hold pickup location to any 
other branch in the library system. All books and media held at the La Selva Beach Library 
must be retrieved before August 31st. Any holds remaining at the La Selva Beach Library 
at the end of the day will be transferred to the Aptos Branch. 
 
Books and media may be returned at any branch library. We will also maintain a book 
return box on the Florido Ave. side of the building. 
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Library services are accessible from any branch library during open hours, by phone at 
831-427-7713, or by emailing elibrary@santacruzpl.org. Many of our entertainment and 
research collections are available online via our website at santacruzpl.org.  
 
The following programs will move to the Aptos Branch Library, 7695 Soquel Dr., after the 
closure:  

 Preschool Storytime will take place Tuesdays 10 – 11 a.m. 

 R.E.A.D (Reach Every Amazing Detail) reading comprehension program will take 
place Wednesdays 2:45 – 5:15 p.m. 

 Tales to Tails will take place 1st and 3rd Fridays 3 – 4 p.m. starting October 4th. 

 The Movie Discussion Club will take place every 3rd Tuesday from 2 – 3 p.m. 
 
The following programs will move to the La Selva Beach Community Church, 26 Florida 
Ave.: 

 The 4th Friday Matineé program will take place every 4th Friday 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

 The Evening Indie/Documentary Movie program will take place at a time still yet to 
be determined.   

 
The following programs will take place at the La Selva Beach Recreation District, 314 
Estrella Ave.:  

 The Evening Book Discussion Group will meet in the Boardroom every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 5:30 – 7 p.m. 

 The Adult Book Discussion Group will meet in the Boardroom every 2nd Thursday of 
the month 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 The Passionate Readers Book Discussion Group will meet in the Boardroom every 
4th Thursday of the month 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 The Afterschool STEAM program will take place in the Clubhouse Thursdays 3 – 4 
p.m. 

 
The collection of books and media at La Selva Beach is currently being evaluated and the 
best items are being reassigned to other branches. The Friends of the Santa Cruz Public 
Libraries will hold a big book sale in the branch after it has closed on Sunday September 
15, before construction begins. Everything, including furniture and fixtures, will be for sale. 
 
All staff at the La Selva Beach Branch will be reassigned to nearby branches. You may 
see familiar faces when you visit a new branch! 
 
ABOUT THE SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM:  
The Santa Cruz Public Libraries (SCPL) system delivers information, education, 
enrichment and inspiration through a network of 10 neighborhood library branches, a web-
based digital library, a Bookmobile and community-based programs. SCPL serves 
children, teens and adults with innovative programming, professional services and 
community facilities that spark imagination and support discovery. Residents can explore a 
wide range of interests from academic research, book clubs and literacy programs to 
digital photography, locally-produced music and local history. Branch locations include 
Aptos, Boulder Creek, Branciforte, Capitola, Downtown Santa Cruz, Felton, Garfield Park, 
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La Selva Beach, Live Oak and Scotts Valley. Learn more about SCPL at SantaCruzPL.org 
or via Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, Twitter and YouTube. 
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