
CITY OF SANTA CRUZ

N
Shall Section 613 of the City of Santa Cruz Charter be
amended to authorize the City Clerk to publish
ordinances, other than emergency ordinances and
other ordinances which go into effect immediately upon

adoption, by methods which include publication in the
Internet?

FULL TEXT OF BALLOT MEASURE N

Section 613, Publication of Ordinances.

The City Clerk shall cause each proposed ordinance, other than an emer-
gency ordinance or an ordinance which takes effect upon adoption, to be pub-
lished at least once in a newspaper of general circulation at least three (3)
days before its adoption; or, as an alternative method of publication, the Coun-
cil may order copies of any proposed ordinance to be posted at least three (3)
days prior to its adoption in three (3) prominent places in the City, one of which
may be the City’s Internet web page, and cause a single publication in a news-
paper of general circulation of a notice setting forth the title of the ordinance, a
short statement of its contents, the date of its introduction and a list of the
places where copies of the proposed ordinance are posted.

The City Clerk shall cause each emergency ordinance or ordinance which
takes effect upon adoption to be published at least once in a newspaper of
general circulation within fifteen (15) days after its adoption.

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS BY CITY ATTORNEY
MEASURE N

PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES

Currently Section 613 of the City of Santa Cruz City Charter requires the City
Clerk to publish all ordinances (other than emergency ordinances and ordi-
nances which take effect immediately upon adoption) in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation at least three days before final adoption of the ordinance. As
an alternative to newspaper publication of the ordinance’s entire text, the City
Council may order the text of any proposed ordinance to be posted at least
three days prior to adoption in three prominent places in the City and to publish
in the newspaper, instead of the entire text of the ordinance, the ordinance’s ti-
tle as well as a short statement of the ordinance’s content and a list of the
places where the text of the ordinance is posted. This ballot measure, if
adopted by the voters, would amend the Charter to designate the City’s
Internet web page as one of the three “prominent places in the City” at which a
proposed ordinance’s text may be posted when the alternative posting proce-
dure is employed. The Charter would still require the City to post the ordi-
nance text at two prominent physical locations in the City when Internet
posting is employed. Should this ballot measure be adopted, it is anticipated
that the text of proposed ordinances, when posted on the Internet, will be
readily accessible to more citizens than posted ordinances are currently under
the existing Charter provision.

Approved as to form:
s/ John Barisone
City Attorney

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
MEASURE N

PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES

The City Charter requires that an ordinance be published in its entirety or by
posting. Ordinances longer than 4 pages are published by posting, which re-
quires each ordinance to be posted at three prominent places in the City, in
addition to a summary being published in a newspaper of general circulation.
Two of the three places ordinances are posted currently are City Hall and the
adjacent Central Branch of the Library system, which will continue if this mea-
sure is approved. However, the third prominent place an ordinance is posted
currently is the County Administrative Building, which is some distance from
City Hall. If this measure is approved, ordinances would no longer be posted
at the County Administration Building, but instead, on the City’s home page on
the Internet, thereby eliminating travel time to and from the County Administra-
tion Building, and providing a more efficient use of staff time.

s/ David P. Culver
Director of Finance
City of Santa Cruz

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE N

The City is required by law to publicly post ordinances. Public use of the City’s
web site as a source for information has increased with use of the internet.
This Charter Amendment authorizes posting the full text of ordinances on the
City’s web site, in addition to making ordinances available at the Central
Branch Library and City Hall complex, and publishing a summary of ordi-
nances in a newspaper of general circulation. This will

• increase internet access;

• reduce costs of publishing the entire text of ordinances; and

• reduce staff costs.

s/ Scott Kennedy, Mayor, City of Santa Cruz
s/ Emily Reilly, former mayor
s/ Mike Rotkin, Vice Mayor

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE N WAS FILED.
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Arguments in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors.


