
CITY OF SANTA CRUZ

M
Shall Section 601 of the City of Santa Cruz Charter be
amended to further clarify that no member of the
Council shall be eligible for re-election for two years
(i.e. one general election cycle) after the expiration of

the second consecutive full term for which such person was
elected.

FULL TEXT OF BALLOT MEASURE M

Section 601. Council, Number, Term.

The elective officers of this City shall be seven councilmembers who shall con-
stitute the Council. They shall be elected from the City at large as provided in
ARTICLE VII for a term of four years and until their successors have been
elected and qualified. The Council shall be the legislative body of this City,
each of the members of which, including the Mayor, shall have the right to vote
upon all questions before it. No member of the Council shall be eligible for
re-election for two years (i.e. one general election cycle) after the expiration of
the second consecutive full term for which such person was elected.

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS BY CITY ATTORNEY
MEASURE M

TERM LIMITS – CITY COUNCILMEMBERS

Currently Section 601 of the City of Santa Cruz City Charter provides, “No
member of the Council shall be eligible for re-election for two years after the
expiration of the second consecutive full term for which such person was
elected.” Historically the term “two years” as used in this Charter provision has
been interpreted and applied to mean one general election cycle and the
Santa Cruz County Superior Court has previously held that this interpretation
is correct. This ballot measure, if adopted by the voters, would amend the
Charter to make an express reference to this point and, as amended, the perti-
nent Charter provision would read, “No member of the Council shall be eligible
for re-election for two years (i.e. one general election cycle) after the expira-
tion of the second consecutive full term for which such person was elected.”
This ballot measure, if adopted by the voters, would therefore serve simply to
clarify this particular provision of the Charter and would not operate to change
the currently effective term limit rule for City Councilmembers.

Approved as to form:
s/ John Barisone, City Attorney

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT BY DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
MEASURE M

TERM LIMITS-CITY COUNCILMEMBERS

This ballot measure would have no fiscal impact if approved.

s/ David P. Culver
Director of Finance
City of Santa Cruz

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE M

This Charter Amendment clarifies that Councilmembers who have served two
full four year terms are required by term limits to sit out one election cycle and
are eligible to run for Council after one election cycle or two years later. This
clarification is in keeping with the intent and spirit of the current practice of
term limits now imposed by the Charter and affirmed by the Courts. The
Amendment eliminates any possible confusion in an election cycle when a
November election date may not be a full 365 days in each year since the pre-
vious election.

s/ Scott Kennedy, Mayor, City of Santa Cruz
s/ Emily Reilly, former mayor
s/ Mike Rotkin, Vice Mayor

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE M WAS FILED.
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Arguments in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors.


